1979 Lincoln Continental Mark V Cartier
Firstly some of the rationale that led to buying the Lincoln.

Our little UK Fords are fun for me but my better half fears their slow speed in today’s traffic, the lack of heating and air-conditioning (unless you either raise or lower the soft-top) and the “regular” problems that can beset any elderly vehicle. I speak of a dynamo burn out at night resulting in no lights for a drive home and mysterious fuel line blockages, causing, in Rolls-Royce parlance, a “failure to proceed”.

On the other hand, the Rolls have not been entirely free from difficulty. Broken alternator wire (easily fixed), seized rear brake pads, causing much smoke and spousal panic, again easily fixed. Then there is their propensity to overheat, fixed by having the radiators re-cored. Plus the tread separation of 3 Bridgestone tyres within 12 months.
The above led me to ask the question “ In what kind of car would you feel more at ease?”

The answer was that we had both travelled in a ’65 Lincoln whilst in New York when the car was new and that with all the refinements of the car as well as its interest value it ought to please us both.
One of several factors to be taken into account was the car’s ability to fit into our garage, both in length and breadth. Then, would the front and rear overhang allow the car to negotiate our very steep driveway.

Measurements and calculations using comparative photos of our Rolls-Royce Shadow and a Mark V indicated that the Mark V had more ground clearance and the drive would not be a problem. 
We duly began the hunt for a car.

My preference was for an original LHD unit in the best condition for what I was prepared to spend.

After several false starts we settled on a ’79 Mark V Cartier, located in Queensland. It had been imported from Florida and had the Queensland LO1 compliance plate.

A list of work it needed was supplied as well as many photos. As a retired mechanic, my main interest was the condition of the body especially in the rust department.

All appeared to be sound and so the deal was done and the car eventually delivered to our door. Unfortunately the grille emblem had been broken off in transit but the haulier paid for a replacement that I was able to get from the US.

With the car on the delivery truck I was able to see underneath it quite easily and it was solid and rust free.
It started first time and I backed it into a garage that I had prepared. No fouling of the car on the drive or the road as the steep angles were negotiated.
Then came the real inspection.

Although the vendor had given me a list of some nine items that needed fixing, it didn’t take long to find nine more. In addition there were items that I replaced for peace of mind such as all the brake hoses.
The car arrived at our home in May 2010 and passed its SA roadworthy in November.

Despite us all living in one nation, the difference in state requirements is staggering. My car being a ’79 cannot qualify for historic plates, it is too “new”.
Happily it is also too “old” to fall into the category that requires it to be converted to RHD. As it fits into the 75-79 range it must be either used on a daily permit or on full registration.

I opted for full rego. To get full rego the car must pass the roadworthy and be in exactly the same condition that it left the factory (except for certain safety items such as seat belts and signal lights which must be amber). The SA rules are quite specific and very stringent. I won’t quote them here but if you have an interest download the Fact Sheet for LHD cars from the SA EZY-REG site.

I also had to get an engineers report on the strength of he intrusion bars in the doors. At $450 this was an added expense but at least I know that the Mark V doors are ten time stronger than a modern Commodore.

An added problem was that the SA permit system for LHD cars does not allow the car to be driven to a place of repair (for a good check over before presenting it for its roadworthy). The permit allows movement for RHD conversion; the roadworthy inspection; from one location to another.
As a result of this I was unable to road test the car before the first roadworthy appointment. Needless to say, following a fuel top up I drove the car onto a major highway only to have it “fail to proceed” within 300 metres.

No amount of coaxing or temporary fixes could get it to run long enough to drive home. So, home on a tow-truck and a rescheduled appointment.

Junk in the carburetor was the problem.

On November 21st I took the car for part of the Shannon’s Cruise and was very pleased with how it travelled. 

I have a couple of rattles to find and fix and of course there will always be that one more little job to do.
I have attached some photos of the car under my carport.

Regards

Richard & Sue Flashman

