
Last year the RACV Great Australian Rally raised
more than $45,000 for the Peter Mac Cancer Institute
- a truly splendid result. We thank all of those who
took part and we are looking forward to an even
inore successiul Raliy next year, There were some
comrnents fiom clubs about the changes that were
introduced to make the Rally a more powerful
fundraising event in 2008. These comments have
been taken on board and a number of significant
changes have been made. Many clr-rbs have been
strong suppofters of this rnajor event, and the
feedback has been seriously considcred. The ITACV
Great Austral ian Rally Advisory Cornmittce thanks
tirose ciubs for bringing several points of concern
onto tl-rc agenda for pianning thc 2009 evcnt.

Therc will be a number of changes to thc fbrmat of
the 2009 Rally, however, i t  should be appreciatcd
that there coulcl be detail chatrges to thc prclirrinary
information provided lrelc. There will bc an update
in the November issue of the AOMC Ncwsletter.

Tlre date for thc Rally, Sunclay l8'r '  January,2009),
has been set and it  can bc placcd in cl iaries with
absoiute confidence. l-hree start vcnucs have beet-t
cstablished - there wil l  be start ing ceretrouics in the
Clity of Melbourne, at Stucl Park Shopping Centle
ancl at the Westcmport Marina at Hastings. There
rviil not bc start cerenronies at Brauclou Park or
Cascy Civic Centre, as there have in the past. A{' ter
the star1, there will be two options with respect to the
roLlte to Momington:

Option I
Af-ter departing the start venues, thc cars will drive to
Momington via a route that will take the City starters
to Flankston and then on to Sotlcrt,ille. Clars fiom
Srudfleld Shopping Centrc wil l  also be drrccted to
Somerville, and those starting fror.n Hastings will

. join t l"re lal ly routc at Bittem. From Somervi l le, cars

'"vill drive via Tyabb to Hastings and on to Bittcrn
'uvhere a right turn will be macle to cross the
Momington Peninsula, eurcl at Dromana the route
wil l  fbi low the coirst via Safcty Beach to
lVlonrington, The lhislr ancl nraior clisplay u'i11 be at
Morn ington l{acecoursc.

Hastings starters, mostly oicier cars, u, i l l  be
travelling at a siowcr pace, so ;llease r,vatch out fbr
the ru.

Opfion II

This option will allow those who desire it, to
drive straight to Mornington. It will be necessary
that those who are having their vehicles judged
use this option. To be fair to the jr-rdges, it is vital
that those vehicles that will be judged arive at
Mornington Racecourse, and are in place as soon
after 10:00 am as possible.

For all entrants there will be a fi'ee sausage stzzle
and tea or coffee. At Hastings, the local Scout
Gloup wiil bc offering the same, but there will be
thc option of purchasing an egg and bacon
sandwich. Once the cars arrive at Mornington.
thcre will be a u,elcoming cup of tea or coff'e e for
al l  cntrants.

T'he ITACV Grcat Australian Rally Comrtrittec has
finaily negotiated ibr the facility to serve nroming
tea at the racccourse. We hoped to do so this year,
but could not gct around an exclusive catert'trg
agreeltlent tliart the ca.tcrer has with the
racecoul'sc. That is rnorv fixed; en-joy your cuppa,
to which yolr arc entitled amongst goocl cotnpany!

A major f-eature of the display rvili be the
Cavetlcacle of Trartsport - from this coutttry's
earliest ciays right through to tlie latest ltybrid ar-rd
solar powereci cars. This rvi1l be ar nrost intcresting
cl isplay, so, be sl lre not to miss i t l  The olganising
Committee are also hopcful o1'a large motorcycle
eutry next ycar - '  piease pass ol l  t l i is requcst to
your club membcrs.

During the afternoon you wil l  bc able to col iect
your Comrncnorative Rally Plaque which, i t  is
anticipated will become a collectable leaturc of
futurc l{ACV Great Australian l{allies.

Entry brochLrres arc due ollt soon atrci a tl.rantity
lvi l l  bc blouglrt to De)cgatcs' Meetings. Thc
Advisory Conrr-njttce looks fbrward to the
continued support of thc historic vehicle clr-rb
mclvenent. It woulcl bc fhir to say thzrt uost of us
kno.uv sonreollc in the hcritage rnotolirrg sccnc
r. l ,ho is bcing trcateri {t ir  canccr'.  l ,et 's. al l  of trs, do
our bit. ancl crusadc for tltosc u,ho are in the carc
of Petcr Macl Watch out for a fiulher upclate iu
thc Novcrnber eci i t ion of t l i is Nctt,slettcr.

Mike All f i 'ey.
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